
WALT: Understand the format and types of questions on language paper 1

Lesson outline:

Do it now: Think-pair-share what 
do you already know about these 
papers?
Starter: Detailed overview of paper 
1 with teacher questioning to 
check for understanding.
Task one: How should you divide 
your time?
Task two: Consolidation of paper 1 
overview. 
Plenary: If a friend was stressed 
about this exam, what would your 
top three pieces of advice to them 
be?

Printing instructions
Copy of slides 5-14 as a handout –
1 per student or 1 per pair (to be 
given out for main activity).



CIE 0500 – IGCSE First Language English

Think-pair-share:

1) How many exams do you have and how 
long are they?

2) What kind of questions will feature on the 
paper?



1) How many exams do you have and how long are 
they?

Paper 1: Reading (2 hours)
Paper 2: Directed writing and composition (2 hours)

2) What kind of questions will feature on the 
paper?

Understanding what questions will be on paper 1 is 
today’s learning objective.



WALT: Understand the format and types of questions on 
language paper 1

Tuesday, March 10, 2020



Paper 1: Reading 
2 hours (80 marks)

• This paper is made up of three questions about three different 
texts. It assesses the following reading objectives:

R1 demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings
R2 demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and 
attitudes 
R3 analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions, using 
appropriate support from the text. 
R4 demonstrate understanding of how writers achieve effects 
and influence readers. 
R5 select and use information for specific purposes. 

• The paper assesses the following writing objectives:

W1 articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and 
imagined.
W2 organise and structure ideas and opinions for deliberate 
effect.
W3 use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures 
appropriate to context.
W4 use register appropriate to context.
W5 make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Starter

Check for 
understanding –

what do the 
following words 

mean?

1) Implicit
2) Explicit
3) Analyse
4) Evaluate

5) Articulate
6) Comprehension

7) Register



Question 1 – Comprehension and Summary 

Questions 1 (a) – (e) will all be in response to Text A and test your 
understanding of implicit and explicit meanings. 

To answer these questions, you will need to identify answers from the text 
and explain phrases and concepts in your own words. 

Starter

For example:
On the night of December 15th, 1900 a sudden storm broke 
out in the vicinity of the islands. The crew of a passing ship, 
the Fairwind, were angry and disturbed that no guiding 
light from the newly built Flannan Isle lighthouse appeared 
to be in operation. Nothing appeared to have been done 
about it. Perhaps the authorities felt that it was best to 
wait a few days, as the relief ship, the Hesperus, was due 
to sail out to the 5 islands on December 20th. 

Give two reasons why the crew of the ship were angry 
and disturbed.

Answer:

Because there 
was a sudden 
storm and no 
guiding light 

appeared from 
the lighthouse. 



Question 1 – Comprehension and Summary 

Questions 1 (a) – (e) will all be in response to Text A and test your 
understanding of implicit and explicit meanings. 

To answer these questions, you will need to identify answers from the text 
and explain phrases and concepts in your own words. 

Starter

For example:

Things were mysterious on the lighthouse island from 
the moment they arrived. There was no welcoming 
committee from the three men, no provisions boxes had 
been put out to be restocked, and the flag wasn’t up on 
the flagpole. The Hesperus anchored in silence, and 
Joseph Moore headed for the lighthouse, calling out as 
he did so, trying to break the eerie silence that 
enveloped the island. 

Using your own words explain what the text means by:
(i) ‘no welcoming committee’ (line 2) 
(ii) ‘silence that enveloped the island’ (line 8)

Answers:
(i) Nobody came 

to greet them 
when they 
arrived.

(ii) The whole 
island was 
covered by 
complete 
silence.



Question 1 – Comprehension and Summary 

Question 1f requires you to read and understand Text B. 

You will be asked to write a summary of maximum 120 words that focuses 
on two specific areas. 

Starter

For example:

According to Text B, what do you know about the 
appearance and behaviour of the kraken and what 
explanations were given for what it was? 

You must use continuous writing (not note form) and 
use your own words as far as possible. 

Your summary should not be more than 120 words. 

Up to 10 marks are available for the content of your 
answer and up to 5 marks for the quality of your 
writing. 

You will be marked 
for reading and

writing skills; 
therefore, you need 

to select the right 
information to 

answer the question 
and write about it 

accurately and in your 
own words.



Question 2 – short answer questions and language task

Question 2 will begin with short answer questions that will ask you to 
identify words with certain meanings or explain the meanings of words. 
For this, you will need to use inference skills and context clues.

Starter

For example:

• Identify a word or phrase from the text which 
suggests the same idea as the words underlined: 

• a(i) In Sam’s job, he was regularly told how to 
improve.

• (b) Using your own words, explain what the 
writer means by each of the words underlined: 

I examined the specimen under the dying bulb.

Answers

a(i) Given continuous 
feedback

b) Examined –
looking very closely 
at
Specimen – the 
thing being studied
Dying – the bulb has 
almost gone out.



Question 2 – Short answer language task

This requires you to choose one example to show that you understand 
how writers create effects and influence readers. 

Starter

For example:

Use one example from the text below to 
explain how the writer suggests that something 
unnatural happened that night. 

Use your own words in your explanation. 

A comprehensive search was made of the 
island. At the landing stage they found 
extraordinary damage. Iron railings were bent 
grotesquely out of shape as if by some 
unearthly force and some of them were 
completely wrenched out of the concrete. The 
conclusion was that the damage had been 
caused during the terrible storm. 

For this question you need to 
‘zoom in’ on one example and 

explain in detail what the effect is. 

For example, in this extract you 
could ’zoom in’ on the simile ‘as if 

by some unearthly force – this 
suggests that the railings have 

been bent by something inhuman 
or not even from this planet 
creating a sense of fear and 

mystery. The word ‘force’ also 
connotes strength and almost 

violence. It creates a sense of fear 
as this event cannot be explained 
and therefore the reader does not 

know if it will happen again.



Question 2 – Language task

The final part of question 2 requires you to focus on two paragraphs and  
write between 200-300 words to analyse the language in an extract. The 
mark scheme is shown on the next page.  

Starter

For example:

(d) Re-read paragraphs 9 and 12. 

• Paragraph 9 begins ‘At first I thought it was a tram ...’ and is 
about the elephant and how it was moving when Natalia 
first saw it. 

• Paragraph 12 begins ‘Its ears were folded back ...’ and gives 
Natalia’s impression of the elephant as she watches it come 
towards her. 

• Explain how the writer uses language to convey meaning 
and to create effect in these paragraphs. Choose three 
examples of words or phrases from each paragraph to 
support your answer. Your choices should include the use of 
imagery. 

• Write about 200 to 300 words. 

• Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your 
answer. 

Note that the 
question asks you to 

focus on three
examples of words or 

phrases from each 
paragraph.

Therefore you should 
identify and explain 

six points in total 
(roughly 50 words 

each!)



Question 2 – Language task

Starter



Question 3 – extended response to reading

Question 3 requires you to respond to Text C. It is testing your writing 
skills and also your ability to develop and extend the ideas in the text. 

Starter

For example

Re-read Text C, The Gift, in the insert and then answer the question below.

You are the grandfather. Some years later you are interviewed about your 
memories of that night for a radio programme about local history. The 
interviewer asks you the following three questions only: 

• What did you see and feel during your journeys through the city that 
night? 

• What do you remember of your granddaughter’s behaviour and reactions 
that night? 

• What were your reasons for taking your granddaughter out that night 
and what do you think she gained from the experience? 

Write the words of the interview.
Base your interview on what you have read in Text C, but be careful to use 
your own words. 

Address each of the three bullet points.  Begin your interview with the first 
question. 

Write about 250 to 350 words. 

Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer and up to 10 
marks for the quality of your writing. 

This is worth 25 marks. 
First you need to see 
what you can find in 

text that addresses the 
bullet points. Then you 

need to develop and 
extend these ideas 

using your imagination.

15 marks are for finding 
details in the text and 
putting them in your 
own words. 10 marks 
are for the quality of 

your writing.



Exam timing

The total marks for the paper is 80 
marks.

The exam lasts 2 hours. 

Based on this, how much time do you 
think you should spend on each 
question? Be prepared to justify your 
answer.

Questions 1(a-e) – 15 marks
Question 1(f) summary – 15 marks

Question 2 - 25 marks

Question 3 – 25 marks 

Task one

If we divide the number of marks 
by the number of minutes 

(120/80), it suggests that you 
should spend 90 seconds per 

mark. However, it would be a very 
good idea to leave 5- 10 minutes at 

the end for you to go back and 
check your answers and SPAG. 

My suggested timings are:

Questions 1(a-e) – 20 minutes
Question 1(f) – 20 minutes

Question 2 – 35 minutes
Question 3 – 35 minutes

Checking at the end: 10 minutes



Consolidation – summarise what you’ve learned

Using what we’ve covered today, create a poster or handout that gives a 
brief overview of paper 1 and what you need to know to achieve your best 
mark in it. 

You should not just copy out what is on the slides, but summarise the 
information. You might use images or tables to help you to do this. Think 
carefully about what is the important information that you need to know 
before your mock and real exam. 

Task two



If a friend was stressed about this exam, what would 
your top three pieces of advice to them be?

Class discussion


